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LA Law Library Locations

Main Library:

(Corner of 1st & Hill)
301 W. First Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 785-2529

Mon - Fri 8:3006:00pm
Sat: 9:00065:00 pm

Courthouse Branch Locations:
Long Beach, Torrance

Courthouse eBranch Locations:
Long Beach, Norwalk, Pomona, Torrance,

Public Library Partnerships: '

Compton, Lancaster, Pasadena, Santa Monica

Van Nuys (Interim North Hollywood), West Covina
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Remote Locations

A Courthouse Branch Locations:
Long Beach, Norwalk, Pomona and Torrance

A Public Library Partnerships:
Compton Library, Lancaster Regional Library,
Norwalk Public Library, Pasadena Public Library, Pomona
Public Library, Santa Monica Public Library, Los Angeles Public Library Van

Nuys Branch (Interim North Hollywood Amelia Earhart Regional Library),
West Covina Public Library

Visit www.lalawlibrary.org for more information
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Overview

A The LA Law Library was
established in 1891

A The current building was
opened in 1953

A Largest print collection in a
public law library west of the
Mississippi River

- Seven floors
- 35 miles of shelving
- 1,000,000 equivalent volumes including printand digital
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Print Collection

A Primary and secondary legal materials for all
50 states, federal and multi -state
Foreign and International materials

A Extensive historical collection including early
California and state colonial materials

A California and Ninth Circuit Appellate and
Supreme Court briefs
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Electronic Databases

A Legal Information Reference Center

A CEB OnLAW A LegalTrac
A Foreign Law Guide A Lexis Advance
A Forms Workflow A LLMC
A HeinOnline A SmartRules
A Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals A U.S. Supreme Court Records and Briefs, 1832 -1978
A LA Law Library Catalog A Thomson Reuters Westlaw
A Law Journal Press A Wolters Kluwer Intelliconnect
A Xspouse
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What We Do

A Suggest research avenues and sources for research, identify and locate
citations

A Explain how to use legal materials
A Explain the law -making process
A Assist in finding forms

A Aid in the use of electronic resources including Westlaw and Lexis (online
databases that contain cases, codes, and statutes for all 50 states and
secondary materials), CEB OnLAW and HeinOnline

A Teach public classes
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Library Services

A Reference Service

I in library, by phone, email, mail and
live chat through 24/7 Reference
Cooperative

A Document Delivery Service

A Members Program

I Open to members of the State Bar of
California

A Facility Rentals

I Training Center

I Conference Rooms
I Office Space
|

A Computer Services .
P Private Events (up to 500 ppl)

A Circulation |
i Borrower registration program A Instruction
i Reserve books and mor eg ublictraining classes y
I MCLE courses
I Tours
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Civil Lawsuit Basics:
Appearing at Trial: Rules and
Strategies
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Disclaimer

LA Law Library does not provide legal advice. LA Law Library
provides legal resources and assistance with legal research as an
educational service. The information presented in this program is not
legal advice and is provided solely as an educational service to our
patrons. For legal advice, you should consult an attorney.

Also, this class is limited to general civil cases in California state
court.
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Phases of a Civil Lawsuit

Pre-Trial Motions

Pleadings

Judgment
Enforcement

Settlement

*Civil Lawsuit Basics at LA Law Library includes classes on each phase, except appeal (wehave
separateclinics/classes on civil appeals).

Discovery
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A EXHIBIT LIST

AWITNESS LIST

A TRIAL BRIEF

ATRIAL NOTEBOOK

A JURY INSTRUCTIONS

AMOTION IN LIMINE

A (MOST JUDGES REQUIREIOINT TRIAL DOCUMENTS)

PRETRIAL |

16
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A OPENING STATEMENT

A PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER

A DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT
AREBUTTAL

A CLOSING ARGUMENT

TRIAL FLOW :

17
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DIRECT EXMINATION '

19
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The 5 Steps to Admitting Evidence

Form of Question Relevance Presentation

ADid the attorney ADoes it make a AAuthentiCity
ask a question? material fact

Alf so, was the more or less

Hearsay

Als it introduced to
prove the truth of
the matter

Privilege
ADoes a
privilege

asserted?

ADoes an exception
apply?

form of question likely?
objectionable? Als it unfairly
prejudicial?

apply?

A
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What Evidence Codes Apply?

Form of Question and Relevance

Evidence Code Section 765 -778 Evidence Code Section 350 & 352
|s the question objectionable?

Is the evidence relevant?

. . .
Ambiguous” Is the evidence useful enough to

Compound? outweigh the danger of:

Too General? Waste of time?

Calls for Narrative? Undue prejudice?

Question Already Asked? Confusing the issues?
Did it Misquote the Witness" Misleading the jury?
Leading?

Argumentative?

Assumes Facts Not in Evidence? § 5

~ A
o
\\
Y
5y

Calls for speculation?

LALAWLIBRARY

www.lalawlibrary.org



Form of Examination on Direct Examination

A&l Ol UEOOaOw? QA Exced@idns (swbject to
Ul UUDPOOU> wE U Idisctetiod o judge):

allowed. (Evid. Code, i Background matters;
§767,subd. (a)(1).) i 111 01 Ui POT wEwWPHUOB
A A leading question recollection;
2UUT T 1T UUUwU O wUiDirectity Bwiteds 1d & w
the answer that the certain time, place,
I BEOPOPOT wx EVDAGEY UDUI U~ w
(Evid. Code, § 764.) I Hostile witness;
i Of a minor or other person |
of limited capacity 2o
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Authentication
Evidence Code Section 1410-1421

How the writing can be authenticated:
(Evidence Code 14131421)

Testimony by an individual who saw it executed or is familiar with what is
depicted,;

Testimony by an expert or by the person who created the writing;
Testimony by a person who received the writing;
Dates, times or surrounding evidence that will prove the evidence validity;

The writing states or refers to matters that are unlikely to be known to
anyone other than the person claimed to be the writer of the evidence. |
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How to Lay the Foundation

Q: Ms. John, | am showing you exhibit #4, do you recognize it?
A: Yes.

Q: What is it?

A: It is a letter | received from my ex Jake.

Q: How do you know that he wrote it?

A: Because it was in his handwriting and because the return address on the envelope that held the
letter was his address.

Q: Do you receive letters from him often?
A: Yes, it is the only way we communicate.
Q: What did the letter say?

A: It said that he was going to stop payind al i
want to pay anymore.

Q: Your Honor, we admit exhibit #4 as evidence.
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Foundational Questions
Emall

Q: Do you recognize the document that | have just shown you?

A: Yes | do.

Q: What Is it?

A |l t0s an emal | conversation.
Q: From who was the email from and who was it addressed to?
A: It was from me to John.

Q: What did the emall state?

A: In the emall | had written that | was not going to allow my children 7
to see him anymore.
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CROSS EXAMINATION |
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