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3.  APPLY WHAT YOU’VE LEARNED 
Role Play Scenarios / Audience Participation 

2. TYPES OF INTERACTIONS  
Individual Stopped/Questioned/Suspect; Crime Witness/Victim; Officer 

1. THE LAWS 
that govern police power and protect individual liberties 



Part 1:  
 

THE LAWS  
 



 
2 QUESTIONS:  

 
(a) What laws give police their 

powers and authority?  
 

(b) What laws limit police powers to 
protect individual rights  and 

liberties?  





 
 



THE BILL OF RIGHTS 
 

The CONSTITUTION of the United States and its Amendments, especially 
the First Ten Amendments 

 

BOTH GRANTS AND LIMITS POLICE 
POWERS 

 



The Bill of Rights  
 

* GRANTS police power to the states to establish 
and enforce laws  protecting the welfare, safety and 

health of the public [Tenth Amendment]  
 

* LIMITS police powers to protect individual 
freedoms and liberties [Fourth, Fifth, Sixth 

Amendments] 



Why do we, as a society, grant 
police special powers and 

authority?   
 



▷   to provide first response 
in EMERGENCIES and other 

threats to public safety 



▷   to investigate 
SUSPECTED criminal activity 



▷   to refer criminal 
investigations to the 

COURTS so a judge or jury 
can decide if guilty 



▷   to TEMPORARILY detain 
(i.e., jail) suspects until they 

can see a judge 



▷   to provide first response in EMERGENCIES and 
other threats to public safety 

▷   to investigate SUSPECTED criminal activity 

▷   to refer criminal investigations to the COURTS so 
a judge or jury can decide if guilty 

▷   to TEMPORARILY detain (i.e., jail) suspects until 
they can see a judge 



To carry out 
those duties, we 

give officers 
limited special 

“police powers:” 



“police powers” 
 

🔴🔴 to arrest a 
suspect 

 



“police powers” 
 

🔴🔴 to arrest 

🔴🔴 to detain 



“police powers” 
 

🔴🔴 to arrest 

🔴🔴 to detain 

🔴🔴 to use force 



“police powers” 
 

🔴🔴 to arrest 

🔴🔴 to detain 

🔴🔴 to use force 

🔴🔴 to search 



•In the UNITED STATES (UNLIKE many other countries), 
we BELIEVE people are:  
 

 INNOCENT 
   UNTIL 
     PROVEN 
       GUILTY ! 



The Bill of Rights limits these special “police 
powers” so they aren’t abused – and so that 
our liberties (freedoms and rights) are best 
protected: 

• NOTICE OF CHARGES 
• OPPORTUNITY TO TELL YOUR SIDE 
• A FAIR TRIAL 
• RIGHT TO A LAWYER (CRIMINAL TRIAL) 
 



The Bill of Rights includes the 
first TEN Amendments such as: 

The FOURTH 
Amendment 
requires PROBABLE 
CAUSE for searches 
& seizures and 
protects from use 
of excessive force 

The FIFTH 
Amendment gives 
you the right to 
“DUE PROCESS” 
(notice & hearing) 
and “the right to 
remain SILENT” 

The SIXTH 
Amendment 
gives you the 
right to a 
LAWYER, a JURY 
and WITNESSES 
in a criminal trial 



The Fourth Amendment:  
 

(a) protects “against unreasonable 
searches and seizures. . .”  
 
 



The Fourth Amendment:  
 

and (b) requires law enforcement to show 
probable cause to obtain an arrest 
warrant or search warrant 
 



•Police must have “PROBABLE CAUSE” before 
they arrest a person for a crime 
 

•Police must also have “PROBABLE CAUSE” to get 
an arrest warrant or search warrant (and they 
must describe the property to be searched) 

In other words: 



•The Fourth Amendment also protects 
against the use of excessive force: 
•“An unreasonable seizure occurs when an 
officer uses excessive force in making a 
lawful arrest.”  
 

• NOTE:  Police are entitled to use force, even deadly force 
as a last resort, when they believe a person poses an 
“immediate danger” to people around them or when a 
person poses a significant threat to an officer. 



“PROBABLE CAUSE” is. . .  
 
 -  More than just a “hunch” or a suspicion!  
 
 - FACTS or EVIDENCE that would lead a 
“reasonable person” to believe the suspect 
committed a crime. 



•EXAMPLES of “Probable Cause” 
 

• a driver is pulled over for speeding & 
there’s an illegal assault rifle in the back 
seat, in plain view 
 

• a driver admits he is high on cocaine 
 



 
• BUT:  What if an officer has a pretty 
good hunch that someone has 
engaged in criminal activity but 
doesn’t have evidence to show 
probable cause? 
 



REASONABLE SUSPICION =  
a “strong suspicion” that a person 
is involved in criminal activity or 
may be armed and dangerous – 
but not as concrete as PROBABLE 
CAUSE 
 



•With REASONABLE SUSPICION, police CAN 
briefly detain a person for questioning even if 
they don’t have probable cause 
 

• AND CAN enter a house without knocking IF 
announcing their presence would be dangerous or 
allow a suspect to destroy evidence 





The Fifth Amendment:  
“. . .nor shall [any person] be compelled 

in any criminal case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, 

liberty or property, without due process of 
law. . .”  

 



The Fifth Amendment means. . .  

• You have the right to remain 
silent!  



The Fifth Amendment also means. . .  

•You get “due process” meaning:  (1) 
notice and (2) an opportunity to be 
heard before the government can take 
away your life, liberty (e.g, jail) or 
property. 



The Sixth Amendment:  
“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 

shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 
public trial, by an impartial jury. . . to be 

confronted with the witnesses against 
him and have compulsory process for 

obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to 
have the Assistance of Counsel for his 

defense.” 
 



The Sixth Amendment means. . .  

• You have the right to a speedy, public 
criminal trial in front of a jury, where 
you can examine witnesses, and you are 
entitled to have a lawyer represent you. 

• So, if you are arrested, ask for a lawyer 
immediately! 



The First Amendment:  
“Congress shall make no law respecting 

an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press, or the right of the people to 

peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of 

grievances.” 
 



The First Amendment means. . .  
- You have the right to freely exercise speech, and to 

peacefully gather and protest 
 

- Courts have held that videotaping what you observe in 
public is important to the exercise of free speech;  
 
BUT Courts do not agree about whether videotaping all 
police activity is protected by the First Amendment.  But 
most agree if you’re criticizing the police at the time, it is 
protected.  



Part 2:  Panelists’ perspectives 
 
 



TAREK SHAWKY 
Civil Rights and Criminal Defense Lawyer  
 
 
• Stopped and/or Questioned 
• Detained 
• Arrested 
• Consent 
• Bystander / Witness Questioned 



JULIE NONY  
Senior Lead Officer, LAPD 
 
 
• Person of interest 
• Suspect 
• Hot pursuit 
• Investigation 
• Bystander / Witness 



LEONARD TORREALBA 
Deputy District Attorney, Consumer 
Protection Division 
 
 
• Victim of Crime 
• Witness to a Crime 



ROLE PLAY SCENARIOS 
 
 



Scenario #1 
 

Pedestrian Stopped on Street 
 

“matches description” of wanted violent suspect 
 

ID requested and refused (undocumented) 
 

Search of coat pockets yields nothing 



Scenario #2 
 

Driver pulled over for expired tags 
Officer asks if driver was drinking; she denies 

Officer says he smells alcohol 
Driver consents to search of car 

No alcohol, but illegal firearm found in trunk 



Scenario #3 
 

Police come to door and say they have a 
search warrant.  They want to search the car in 

the driveway. 





QUESTIONS? 
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